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  Arrived in North Carolina as a young child 
  Though she is “Mexican” according the ternary 

configuration of  race at Bedlington (“Black,” “white,” 
“Mexican”), she is actually of  Guatemalan descent. 

  Admits knowing Spanish, but does not speak it at school 
  Core member of  popular African American 7th grade 

girls friendship group 



  Friendship group: Most popular 7th grade African 
American girls 

  4 core members: Diamond, Pink, Mia, and Montana 
  All peripheral members of  group are African American  
  Shared aesthetics: Hair straightening, brightly colored 

tennis shoes and jeans, coordinated brightly colored 
earrings 

  Range of  shared social practices 



  Montana: One day, one day, they decided that they just had enough of  me for some reason.   
  Mia: They said, they were talking, she – they said she was talking about the Mexicans, she is a 

Mexican too.   
  Montana: Yeah, I don't even know cause – I won’t – I won’t even – I didn't even say a word that 

had Mexican or Latino in it, cause I'm part of  that, I'm Hispanic, and I know it, so why would I 
talk about my own race?  Come on now.  So then they decided it was funny and they started 
coming up to me at breakfast and they were talking all that stuff, how they were gonna fight me 
and stuff, so we went out to the bus stop, I think it was one day, and they had like a whole bunch 
of– 

  Mia:  Wasn't it uhm S--?   
  Montana: Yeah, it was— I don't know, I don't even know their names.  
  Mia:  The one you say you don't like.   
  Montana: The one with the curly hair?  I don't know.   
  Mia: J--'s sister.  
  Montana: I don't know who J-- is-- my cousin.   
  Mia: Never mind. 
  Montana: I don't even know, but it's like--   
  Mia: No, J-- in seventh grade.  
  Montana: J--? No.   
  Pink: Oh, I know J--, she look like you. 
  Montana: She looks like me?   
  Pink: From behind she do.  











  Previous studies (Fought & Fought 2003; Carter 
2005a,b; Thomas & Carter 2006) have shown 
that varieties of  Chicano and Mexican American 
English demonstrate a unique pattern of  rhythmic 
timing 

  This pattern is considered intermediate, between 
the “stress-timing” found in most non-Latino 
varieties in the U.S., and the “syllable-timing” 
associated with Spanish.  
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  Pairwise Variability Index, “PVI” (Low & Grabe 
1995) 
◦ Measures degree of  stress- and syllable-timing 

by comparing duration of  syllable pairs while 
controlling for speaking rate 

  PVI =Abs Value [syllable a - syllable b]/   
 mean of  [syllable a + syllable b] 

  Duration measurements taken at the onset and 
offset of  vocalic nucleus of  each syllable 
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/r/ absence by /r/ type & speaker 



Unstressed syllabic /r/ absence by following context & speaker  



inventory of english clusters subject to reduction 



coda cluster reduction by context & speaker  





  Spanish-English contact features prevalent in the English of  U.S. 
Latinos (Wolfram 1974; Poplack 1978; Santa Ana 1991; Mendoza-
Denton 1997; Fought 2003) 

  These features are especially robust in Mexican-American English 
(Thomas 2001) 

  For this study, formant values of  several vowels are analyzed in 
order to examine the alignment of  Montana’s vocalic system with 
MAE dialect norms. We examine: 
◦  /æ/ in pre-nasal and non-pre-nasal contexts 
◦  /ai/ in pre-voiceless and non-pre-voiceless contexts 
◦  Cardinal vowels /i e a o u/ 
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[ai] Trajectories with Multiple Temporal Measurements  



Unnormalized & Normalized Cardinal Vowels, All Speakers 



Cardinal Vowel Trajectories 





  2. Alignment with peer-group patterns of  AAE appears to be most 
congruent at the level of  the sound system, with great phonetic 
and phonological overlap 

  3. Alignment with peer-group patterns of  AAE appears to be least 
congruent at the morphosyntactic level 
◦  Zero observed instances of  preterite copula leveling  
◦  Low rates of  copula deletion and 3rd-s absence  
◦  However, she appears to use invariant forms of  BE at rates similar to 

African American peers 

  4. In addition, we have observed a great deal of  alignment in 
myriad, other lexical, discursive, and conversational domains.  
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